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NATIONAL INDEPENDENT TALENT ORGANIZATION (NITO) ANNOUNCES THEIR 

INCLUSION IN THE PASSAGE OF THE OMNIBUS COVID-19 RELIEF BILL 
 

 
 

National Independent Talent Organization (NITO), the non-profit organization comprised of over 100 
independent booking agencies and 140 independent management firms are pleased to announce that 
the Save Our Stages Act passed Congress late last night as part of the FY ‘21 Omnibus and COVID relief 
legislation. 

NITO’s unwavering efforts to ensure that the small, independent live touring agents and managers had a 
united voice in Washington D.C. resulted in their inclusion in this legislation. Save Our Stages includes 
$15 billion in dedicated funding for qualified live venues, independent movie theaters, talent 
representatives, and cultural institutions. 

NITO would like to thank the Senate and House cosponsors who attached their names to this incredibly 
important piece of legislation to be included in the next pandemic relief bill. A special thanks to Sen. 
John Cornyn, R-TX, Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-MN, Rep. Peter Welch, D-VT., and Rep. Roger Williams R-TX, 
who introduced the Save Our Stages Act in the Senate and House of Representatives, respectively, in 
July and have worked alongside us in our efforts to provide relief to the live music industry. 



 
Additionally, NITO also thanks our colleagues at NIVA, who represent more than 3,000 independent 
venues and independent promoters nationwide. Without the diligent work and the efforts of all of our 
members, artists, supporters as well as the many legislators, this legislation would not have passed. 
 
Also at the forefront of NITO’s mission, as included in this relief bill, is the extension of Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) and another round of Payroll Protection Program (PPP). These will 
help many hardworking individuals across the US, in and out of the live music industry, who have lost 
their jobs and livelihoods as a result of the pandemic. This legislation also provides an additional $300 
per week for all workers receiving unemployment benefits through March 14, 2021, and extends the 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program, with expanded coverage to the self-employed, gig 
workers and others in non-traditional unemployment and the Pandemic Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation (PEUC) program. PUA provides unemployment benefits to gig workers and self-employed 
Americans and PEUC provides 13 weeks of additional unemployment benefits to qualified individuals.  

With the expertise, patience and direction of Greenberg Traurig’s team of Diane Blagman, Jonathan 
Becker and Laurie McKay, NITO’s message was not only carried to Washington DC, but heard.   
 

 
NITO Media: 

Website   Facebook   Instagram   Twitter   YouTube 
 

NITO Press Assets:  
https://shorefire.com/roster/nito  

https://nitolive.org/news-press/categories/call-to-action-assets/ 
 

Link to Omnibus Resources 
https://nitolive.org/resources/congressional-outreach/  

 
 
QUOTES FROM NITO 
 
“NITO, the National Independent Talent Organization, is proud to be part of a coalition of independent 
venues, agencies and managers whose unrelenting and courageous efforts have resulted in a bill that 
will provide a life line through these terrible times, to the resumption of music and cultural activities so 
essential to the well being and vibrancy of local communities. 
We are especially grateful to all of those at NIVA, the National Independent Venue Association, for their 
efforts on behalf of the independent music community. Without this diligent work, without the efforts of 
all of our supporters, this legislation might not have come to pass.  
To those in Congress who heard our voices and responded with their support, especially Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, D-MN, Sen. John Cornyn, R-TX, Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-NY, Speaker Nancy Pelosi and their 
collective staff, we are grateful for your understanding and perseverance. 
With the distribution of the vaccines, and some reassurance of the safety of social gatherings, all of us at 
NITO look forward to the return of our successful businesses that have been shuttered these past 9 
months.   
There is much more work to be done. Anything and everything that will help the artists, and all of those 
who work in the production of live music events.” 

- Frank Riley, NITO President / High Road Touring 



 
“Congress has heard the millions of music fans that sent emails to their elected officials to let them know 
that live music is important and their actions have ensured that the live music ecosystem will survive the 
pandemic. The passage of Save our Stages provides a lifeline not just to the independent venues that 
desperately need assistance but also to the artists who perform on these stages and the millions of music 
fans that are anxiously awaiting a safe return to concerts.”   

- Hank Sacks, NITO Vice-President / Partisan Arts 
 
“As NITO began its early efforts to make our plight known, we noticed a major disconnect between the 
public, the politicians and ourselves concerning the very specific assistance our industry needed. Those in 
the position to make a difference in our survival weren’t fully aware of our integral position in the 
ecosystem of live events and our local economies, and even music fans didn’t fully grasp the dire position 
the independents were in. The past 9 months have been an immense, but unifying and necessary 
learning curve for all involved. Now, at the close of this unfathomable year and thanks to an enormous 
educational effort, small businesses in our industry stand to receive the resources needed to stay afloat 
until we can safely return to live events as we know and love them.” 

- Nadia Prescher, NITO Vice-President / Madison House 
 
“I am so grateful for all of the individuals, small businesses and organizations that put aside their differences 
and came together to save the live music industry that is so close to our hearts. All of our efforts resulted in a 
relief bill we were cautioned was not possible. Thank you to all of those who wrote letters, shared our 
messages, and joined us on calls to leadership. Now it’s up to all of us to embrace that same cooperation, 
rebuild and give our artists and their fans an improved live experience.” 

- Stormy Shepherd, NITO Vice-President / Leave Home Booking 
 
“With the passage of Save Our Stages, Congress has cast a lifeline to the foundation of the indie music 
eco system; allowing Small stages, indie agencies and managers who develop and nurture tomorrow’s 
household names to weather the COVID storm that’s brought concerts everywhere to a crushing halt.  
This is a win for the cultural soul of our country.”   

- Tom Chauncey, NITO Vice-President / Partisan Arts 
 
“We (NITO) are beyond thankful to our congressional representatives, especially those that toiled day 
and night over the last couple of weeks or more, working through their personal and party differences to 
hammer out a proposed bill for the benefit of the people and small businesses of our country and to then 
continue to work to get it passed. 
I would like to extend our sincere thanks to Senators Cornyn and Klobuchar for their initial bi-partisan 
sponsorship and introducing the original 'Save Our Stages Act' in the Senate, Representative Peter Welch 
for sponsorship in The House and Senators Blumenthal, Collins, Wyden and Peters, as well as 
Representative Williams for their very early co-sponsorship, the 58 other Senators and 174 
Representatives who all understood our plight and supported our independent live community as well as 
Senator Schumer who helped carry the flag across the finish line, and Speaker Pelosi and Leader 
McConnell for understanding the needs of Americans everywhere. 
I am personally and professionally relieved as, although Ihave not been in the heat of the battle over the 
terms and conditions of this legislation, I feel emotionally and psychologically drained as a result of our 
(NITO) non-stop daily and weekly calls and zoom meetings in the process of advocating for the benefit of 
our entire independent live music ecosystem.” 

- Wayne Forte, NITO Secretary / Entourage Talent 


